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Village Board Meeting – January 20 

General Public Appearances 

Statement of Dan Jansen 

My name is Dan Jansen, and I am a 20-year resident of the Village of DeForest. With this statement, I am 
submitting for the record legally-obtained communications of Village Staff and Board Members. 

You have heard—or will shortly hear—from Rhonda Treinen-Meinholz about the unusual request that QTS 
is making to modify the Village of DeForest’s Comprehensive Plan in order to make its rezoning request 
legal. As Rhonda noted—or will note—this is essentially allowing QTS to dictate to the residents of 
DeForest what our Comprehensive Plan goals and objectives should be. 

I don’t envy QTS. It is a tough sell to a community of Midwesterners, who generally have pretty good BS 
detectors. The developer is also up against the fact that five of seven board members must approve the 
annexation ordinance because of the way it was filed. To overcome these challenges, QTS’s strategy is to 
convince you that this project is already a done deal. They want you to believe that the development is 
inevitable by the time the annexation ordinance comes to a vote.  They only have 120 days from the filing 
of the annexation petition to make that case. 

To minimize their risk, QTS is asking the Village to have your counterparts on the Planning and Zoning 
Commission approve a Comprehensive Plan change and zoning change before the Board even considers 
the annexation ordinance. 

This strategy was developed by Alex Allon, Bill Chang, and QTS representatives through a series of 
meetings and communications between March and October of last year. The reason given was the 
developer’s “clear preference to gain as much certainty as possible prior to annexation.” I want to 
acknowledge that Mr. Allon repeatedly emphasized in these communications that this strategy was not 
the Village’s preference and that the Village team “would still advocate for running the annexation first.” At 
one point, Mr. Allon described the strategy as “particularly aggressive” and warned it was putting “the 
proverbial cart before the horse.” Yet, if you look at Section 2(b) of the pre-annexation agreement, the 
Village Administrator is essentially asking you to codify this strategy on QTS’s behalf. 

In light of this information, I urge the Board to vote against the pre-annexation agreement, the 
Comprehensive Plan change, the zoning change, and the annexation ordinance. The Village should not do 
business with this developer. I also want to remind you that, regardless of what Village Administrators or 
the President may say, the only criteria required for considering the annexation ordinance was the 
Department of Administration’s finding. That finding indicated the proposed development was “not in the 
public interest.” 

Please, think carefully about whether the Village of DeForest Administrators and President have the 
residents’ best interests at heart when you attend the P&Z public hearings on the Comprehensive Plan 
and zoning changes on February 9. 
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Attachments submitted for the record 

1. Mr. Allon message to Joe Mayer of Kimley-Horn (QTS representative) and Nathan Wautier of 
Reinhart Law (QTS representative.)   Copied to Bill Chang, Deforest Village Administrator, Craig 
Matthews (Deforest Village Engineering Consultant,) Mark Roffers (Deforest Village Planning 
Consultant,) and Al Reuter (Deforest Village Legal Counsel.) March 17, 2025 

a. The second paragraph relates to the current approval strategy being pursued by Village of 
Deforest.  In the meeting referenced in this message, did they really discuss trying to obtain 
approvals without revealing details to Village Board trustees or Planning and Zoning 
Commission members? 

b. In the third paragraph, Mr. Allon indicates that it isn’t “our preference” to undertake 
approvals in that matter.   

c. A project plan for approvals is depicted below.  It was supplied separately from this 
message, but we believe it is the one the message references based on a comparison of 
timing depicted and the text of the message. 
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2. Updates to strategy based on meeting with QTS representatives and continued assertion that 
strategy would not be the Village’s preference-September/October 2025 

a. Second paragraph acknowledges strategy is to reduce risk for developer.   Is this what our 
Village staff should be focused on?  Or should they focus instead on reducing risk to the 
Village of Deforest by sticking to the spirit of the controls that are in place? 

b. Third paragraph, Mr. Allon again notes that the Village would still advocate for pursuing 
approval of annexation first. Mr. Allon calls strategy they have landed on as putting “the 
proverbial cart before the horse.” 

c. Two timelines depicted below released separately.  Seem to align with the plan in this 
message.  Not sure which one was attached. 
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3. Mr. Allon to Mr. Roffers, Mr. Roffers to Mr. Allon communications on strategy.   
a. Second paragraph of Mr. Roffers message, he describes the comprehensive plan change as 

having “certainly more to it than just changing or expanding colors on a map.” 
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4. Strategy to Minimize Risk of QTS Failure codified in section 2(b) of the Pre-Annexation Agreement-
Draft posted on Deforest Village Website as of 1/19/2026 

a. Approving the pre-annexation agreement commits Deforest to doing things out of order.  
The pre-annexation agreement was touted as needed to protect the Village’s best interest 
by Bill Chang. It seems more focused on providing certainty to QTS. 
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5. Messaging  in which Village President communicates that the approach being followed is “the 
same as any project we deal with.”-December 2025.   
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6. Mr. Allon and Village consultants Mark Roffers and Craig Matthews determine eventual zoning 
designation for annexation-March 2025 

a. Why weren’t Planning and Zoning Administrator and Chair of Planning and Zoning 
Commission brought into this conversation? 

b. In fifth to last paragraph, Roffers notes “Traffic is not a major concern, because data 
centers typically have very low employment.” 
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7. Text Messages and Email Message between Deforest Community Development Director Alex Allon 
and other parties, including Village of Deforest Planning Consultant Mark Roffers, Village President 
Jane Cahill-Wolfgram, Village Administrator Bill Chang, Chris Porter,  QTS Representative from 
Reinhart Law Nathan Wautier and QTS Representative from Kimley-Horn Joe Mayer-May through 
October of 2025. 

a. Why does Roffers think CARPC will be a “major battle?”   
b. Why is Mr. Allon keeping Brandi Cooper, the Village Planning and Zoning Administrator, in 

the dark as late as September 2025?  
c. What is the significance of Pomps?  Is there an issue with an area within the annexation 

area? 
d. Mr. Allon tells Chris Porter he won’t be attending and immediately reaches out to QTS 

representatives to find out if it’s okay if he attends.  Who is Chris Porter? 
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